* tton’

THE TIMES-DISPATCH: RICHMOND, VA, SUNDAY, JUNE 8, 1913.

ES NOT PAY-

No. 10 of a Series of Extraordinary Revelations

Writter

Written by Sophie Lyons.

Copyright, 1913, by the Star Company.

T far the most remarkable eriminal
I ever knew was my friend, Mark
Shinburn, the acknowledged “King

of the Burglars.”

“The safe 1 can't open, hasn't been
bullt,” he used to say—and the surprising
irequency with which he made his boaat
good, caused the police everywhere to fear
him more than any other man. The large
sums he stole from banks every year
threw American bankers Into a panle, and
they spent a cool million dollars In thelr
efforts to pul an end to his dangerous ac-
tivities.

Mark Shinburn was a genius In bur-
glary—a man before whose gkill steel
vaults opened nolselessly or crumbled vio-
lently according to his desire and method.
He and his bands of operators stole many
milliens of bank funds., He stood at the
head of his profession wHhoul a peer—and
¥et I shall show you, as I lead you through
the amazing exploits of this great erimi-
nal's career, that even for one so skilful
and “succeesful,” CRIME DOES NOT
PAY!

Shinburn revolutionized
methods and put them ov a scientific
basis. The banks feared him not only
for the crimes which he himself com-
mitted, but becanse his wonderful inven-
tive ability gave scores of other robbers
the means of getting Inside their strong
boxes.

When Shinburn robbed his firet baok, a
burglar's tools were crude, cumbersome
affairs, 8o heavy that three or four men
and sometimes a horse and wagon were
required to carry them around. Thie made
the risk of detection very great, and when
the burglars were foreed to leave the
kcene of their erime in a burry they would
often have to leave their expensive tools
behind.

Shinburn succeeded
difficulty. Not long after his appearance
in the linderwn d he devised a practical
et of tools more pawerful than those for-
merly used and at the same time compart
and light enough to be carried in a sinall
eaflchel. This was a stroke of criminal
tenius which proved of tremendous ad-
vantage to him and every other burglar.

But Shiohurn was not content with
merely improving the tools of his eriminal
trade—he taok up the study of safes and
locke and enon became a greater expert in
this line than any of the manufacturers
could hire. As soon as a new safe was
advertiged, Shinburn secured one of them,
took It to pleces and studied with the
Freateat care every dotall of 's constrie-
By the time the new make was fairly
on the market he knew {ts strong and
weak peints better than the men who made
ft—and to prove he did, he robhed one of
the new eafes at the first opportunity

He Learns 8afe Making v
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Hls firet opportunity nmexpectedlv came
in the robbery of the Orean bank In New
Yorx.  Shinburn Jafd the plana for rhis
end rarried them ant with the saplplance
of Harry Raymnand Goeorge Bilsr and Ned
Lyone. my hurhand

Sbinburn had sald little about his ex-

periences in Albany. and this made hig
friends inclined to think he had not found
out as much there as he had expected. But
this gave them no cause for worry, as they
knew there were no Lillic safes in the
Ocean Bank.

Underneath the Ocean Bank was a base-
ment which had been wvacant for some
time, Raymond, posing as a dapper, ener-
getic young merchant, about to open a
stationery store, rented this from the
bank officials. A partition was bullt to
hide the back part of the basement, and
the stock of goods began to arrive.

There were enough envelopes, account
books and other such things to make
quite a respectable showing in the front
part of the store—there were also some
very heavy boxes which Raymond had the
truckman carry behind the partition, say-
Ing there was no need to open them at
present.

These boxes contalned the sledges, drills
and crowbars with which the robbera
planned to bore their way up through the
ceillng and into the bank.

Through the day Raymond obligingly
supplied the wants of his customers as
well a8 he could with his limited stock.

At night, when this business section of
the clity was practically deserted, Shin-
burn and the others joined him behind the
partition and took turns at the arduous task
of cutting away the thick ceiling and floor
which separated them from the bank.

One evening, after the work had been go-
ing on for a weck, Raymond had surpris-
ing news for his comrades—four brand
new gafes had been moved into the bank
that afternoon.

“And,” said Raymond, "they're all ‘the
new Lillle burglar proofs.”

Raymond was plainly dismayed at this
move on the bank's part—and so wére my
husband and George Bliss. But Shinburn,
on the contrary, could not contaln his de-
light.

“Just what I've been hoping would hap-
pen.” he exclalmed. “Now I'll show you
that 1 didn’'t spend two years at the Lillie
Safe Works for nothing.”

On a scrap of paper he drew a diagram
of the lock used on the Lillie safe and
showed them a dozen wayvs of solving its
rombination of which they had never
dreamed.

Robbing the Ocean Bank

One way was hy drilling a hole just bhe-
low the dial and inserting through thia a
slender wire bent In a certaln way to in-
tercept the tumblers, Another way, very
useful when it was easy tp get access to
the safe in advance of the actual rebbery,

was by loosening the dial and concealing
a piece of paper underneath it. The num-
bera at which the lock was Blopped when
It was opened would leave very faint im-
pressions an the paper. By studying these

impressions under 4 microscope, Shinburn
was able 1o tell what the numbers of the
combination were.

Ned and Bliss and Raymond wers
amazed at the amount of knowledge Shin-
burn had acquired of safes and locks.
When he finished talking they attacked

the heavy oak
Hooring of the

timbers wnich formed the
bank with renewed vigor—

confident that once they got Inside the
vault their wizard leader would do the
rest.

It took nearly twn weeks to cul the hole
through the ecelling and floor. late one

Saturday evening the work was completed.
Up a ladder robbers climbad and
squeezed their wav through the narrow
opening into the bank

But they had not yet reached their goal.
On account of the peculiar construction
of the vault they had been unable to tun-
nel directly in t, and its thick walls of

tae

iron and ma © st remained between
thermn and the s oash.

There was only one way to gel inside—
by tearing down one whole side of the
vault. This took until late Sunday night

Az they had expected, there was nothing
of value outside the safes. There were

four of theso—four 1.41
the factory, their br
glistening In the rays of the dark lanterna.
The words “Guaranteed Burglar Proof.” in
big gilt letters at the top nf each door,
fairly shouted defiance to thicves.

Shinburn knell down in froant of the
nearest  rafe, While his companions
watched fn sllent awe he turned the dial
back and forth.

He bent his ear aver It. hut lhe mechan-
fem worked almost rioiselesely, Only his
delicate gense of touch eould ald him in
eliminating all the wrong ecomhinations
and erelecting (rom the few remaining nnea
the proper rotation.

For five minutes, fen minutes, he turned
that knoh backward and forward. His
companionk could see nn method in the
operatlon—their tense facez showed thelr
anxlely.

Presently he began fo rovelve the dial
more slowly and with greater attention {n
the exaet poinls at which he atopped 1lg
rourse.

Two short turns o the left, a lang one
In the zame direction; hack tn the rignt
lugt o trific. fallowed hv a torn that near-
I¥ enmpleted  the clreumference, and
Lthan-

CLICK!

In the early moraoing qulet of that bank-

e safes, fresh from
v varnished sides
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ing room the nolse the tumblers of Lhe
lock made as they snapped inlo poealtion

rang out like a pistol shot. Ned and
George Bliss jumped as If it had really

been one and lonked apprehensively over
thelr shoulders.

Mark Shinburn alone seemed perfectly
unconcerned. For half a minute he aat
there motionless gazing at that lock as it
he feared it might come to life and spring
at his throat,

Then, suddenly, he fumped to his feet
with a deep sigh of satisfaction. As he
did so the heavy door of the safe, vielding
to the gentle pressure of his hand which
still clutched the knob, swung wide open.

The other three safes were as easily
opened and the robbers tonk their pick
of their preclous eontents.

The ‘‘Rurglar-Proof’’ Safes

Just as day was breaking the robbers,
with their satchels full of plunder, walked
boldly out into Fulton street, leaving the
bank's frant door open behind them.

A scene of wild confusion met the eyes
of the clerk who came to open the bank
at 7 o'clock Monday morning and found
that thiz duty had already been performed.
Scattered among the debris which sur-
rounded the rulned vault and the jagged
hole in the floor were all the bank's pa-
pers and bags containing $50.000 in gold
coin. This laast the robbers had heen
foreed to leave hecause it was Loo heavy
to carry

In the midst of the ruln stood the four
Ralez — their dpors wide open and as
emply as the day they left the factory. On

top of one aof them_ serawled on one of the
bank's letterheads was this note:

I hereby authorize the cashier

of the Ocgan Natlonal Bank to col-
lect the reward of $10,000 offered
Ly the Lillie Safe Company for
opening this burglar-proof safe.
MARK SHINBURN.

This was the beginning ot tne ena for
the Lillie safes. What Shinburu did to
them at the Ocean Bank cast them intn
disrepute and the frequency with which
he and his associates robhed them during
the next few years made them the laugh-
inz stock of the financlal world. The
company that made them war eventually
driven out of business—and all becanse its
former employe, Mark Shinburn, chose to
waste his remarkable talents of mind and
body in a eareer of crime,

Although the Ocean Bank robbery was a
very profitable

one and jta proceeds
formed the besls of Shinburn's first for-
;:1:1:; it wWae not fthe kind of undertaking
(]

liked or in which he ever took much
pride. He much preferred a rohbery which
required more ingenyity and more daring
—liKe the one at Whitehaven, Pa., for ex-
ample. where, afier visiting a coal com-
pau.\'_'n office six times in suceession. he
finally got away with $120.000 single-
handed.

From one of the mysaterions gources
on which every criminat depends for in-
formatisn Shinburn learned that this coal
compiny was In the hablt of keeping In Ita
vault for threa ar ftour daya every month
from 350,000 0 $75,000 §n cash. Thia
money which wes used to meet the enm-
Pa&OY'E pay roll, was usually drawn from

the bank on the 18th of the month and

was not disbursed before the 21st or 224.
Shinburn went to Whitehaven and found

the facte as given him to be correct. He

introduced himeelf as a ealesman for a

machinery concern, went to live at.the

best hotel and devoted his time to getung
gcquainted and winning the town’s good
will. )

Among the many people with whom he
hecame intimate was the manager of the
cozal company. Naturally enough he fell
into the habit of dropping into the com-
pany's office to see his friend. Two or
three visits there were all Shinburn
needed to get wax impressions of 2avery
key in the place—from the big one which
unlocked the front door to the little one
which opened the drawer In the wault
where the manager kept his personal pa-
fers,

Shinhurn  carried the [mpressions to
New York and with his own hands made
duplicate keys. Returning to Whitehaven
he visited the coal company's office one
night to see if they fitted. They did, all
but one-—the key to the main door of the
vault. This necessitated another trlp to
New York to have a new key made. This
second key fitted perfectly and as he re-
‘locked the vault and returned to his hotel
be thought the company's money as gnod
as in his pocket

Shinburn’s Persistence

“I' be back about the 18th of the
month,” sald Shinburn as he bade his
Whitehaven friends goodbye for the third
time In as many weeks.

The hotel proprietor had been informed
that the genial machinery salesman from
New York was a sufferer from insomnia
and 8o he thought nothing strange when
he started out for A& walk shortly after
midnight on the morning of the 19th. Had
he not done the same thing many times
before?

Reconnoitring from the shadow of a tree,
Shinburn saw the town's lone watchman
enter his house for the few hours' sleep
which he stole every night. The coast was
clear to rob the coal company.

He pulled from his pocket the bunch of
keys he had made. No, 1 unlocked the
outer door, No. 2 the wicket gate, No. 3
the outer door of the vault and so on un-
til at last he was fumbling In the small
safe where the cash was kepl.

To his intense disgust he found the safe
contalned only $1,500. Shinburn put $150
of this in his pocket—"just to pay ex-
penses,” as he afterward told me. The
reat of the money he put back where he
had found it and carefully locked all the
numerous doors agaln,

The next morning he learned why his
plans had miscarried — for gome trivial
reagon the company had paid off Its em-
ployes a few days earlier than usual. On
the 18th of the foilowing month he was
back in Whitebaven again and met with
exactly the same experience—except that
thig time there was $5,000 in the safe, and
s0 he felt justified in deducting $250 for
“expenses!"”

It 18 a good f{llurtration of Shinburn's
akill that on neither of these neccasions
did the company suspect that it had heen
robhed by an outsider. On the contrary,
an employe wag -aunspected of the theft
cach time and was promptly discharged.

IE LYONS
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With greater patience than any other
burgler | ever knew Shinburn waited for
the 18th of the next month 4o roll around.
That was a characteristic of his—never
to be satlsfled with a small prize when
there was a bigger one to be had by wait-
ing.

The third month proved that he had
done well to wait. for things turned out
just as he had planned in the first place.
He walked away from the office that night
with $60,000 in cash and an equal amount
of negotiable securities in his pockets.

Disguised as a Servant Girl

In addition to being a mechanical expert
Shinburn was an actor of no mean abllity.
He took particular delight In crimes where
be had to assume disguises and deceive
his proepective viclims for a long time in
advance of the actual robbery. One of the
most remarkable feats in this line he ever
performed was his robbery of a bank In
Cadiz, Ohljo.

Shinburn had been studying this bank
from a dlstance for a long time. It seemed
euch a favorable opportunity that he final-
ly sent Dave Cummings to Cadiz to look
the situation over at close range.

Dave opened a small account at the
bank, and by talking Impressively of in-
vestments he planned to make soon won
his way into the good graces of the cashler
and other officials. During his frequent
visits to the bank It was easy for him to
secure wax impresslons of the keys to the
vault and sale.

But there were two serlous obstacles
which seemed llkely to prevent Shinburn's
ever using the keys which he made from
these impressions.

One was the fact that the cashier lived
with his wife and children right next to
the bank—their house separated from it
only by a narrow yard. The slightest noise
In the bank was sure to wake them,

The other obstacle wes a huge St Ber-
nard dog which the cashier locked up In
the bank every night.

The dog was an unusually savage beast
and had been tralned to attack any one
outside of the cashler and family who
should set foot Inslde the bank. Dave
Cummings had seen for himself what an
efficlent watchman the dog made on sev-
eral occasions when the cashier had been
working evenings and Dave had dropped
in for a friendly call.

Such difficulties would have made the
average burglar give the Cadiz bank a
wide berlth—but they only made Shinhurn
all the more eager to undertake the rob-
bery.

He pondered over the problem for sev-
eral weeks before he decided on a plan.
Taking Dave Cummings and George Bllss
into hls confidence he told them lo be In
readiness to start for Cadiz as soon as
they got word from him. Then Shinburn
set out alone for Cincinnati, which was to
be the base of his operations.

In Cincinnati he secured, through the
assistance of a notorious "'fence,” all that
he needed to transform himself into a Ger-
man servant girl.

The disguise was perfect—even Shin-
burn's closest friends would never have
recognized him in the clumsy, broad-hip-
ped emigrant who finally took the train
for Cadiz.

He wore a coarse gingham dress and
carried on his shoulder a rough bundle,
containing all his belongings. Over his
curly blonde wig he wore an old-fashloned
sunbonnet. This served a double purpose,
for the ribbons which tied it helped to
conceal the deep dimple In his chin. which
had often given detectives their first clue
to hia identity

Even his speech did not betray him, for
he pretended to be deafl and dumb. Whenp
some one epoke to him his fingers re-
eponded in the sign language, and when he
bought his ticket at Cincinnati he wrote
the word “Cadiz” in crude German seripl.

After a few days at a cheap emigrants’
lodging bouse in Cadiz Shinburn, in the
guise of Katrina Schmidt, secured employ-
ment as laundress In the home of Charles
Snell, cashler of the bank.

Shinburn had provided himseif with
some bogus “references” of a very fine
character. Katrina asked absurdly low
wages, and this appealed to the thrifty
bank cashier, who told his wife to glve the
“gir]” a trial.

Shinburn had misgivings about being
able to maintain his disguise as a woman
gervant if he applled for and seccured the
position of cook or any other job that re-
quired llving In the house and having close
relations with the family, But as a day's
worker at washing clothes and living
away from the house Shinburn filgured he
could act the part for a time withouf de-
tection.

““That’'s & good girl you have there,” said
Snell approvingly to his wife, as he watched
Shinburn plunge energetically into the
famlly washing the next Monday morning.

But while to disarm his employer's sus-
plcion, Shinburn was assiduously attentive
to his silent duties, his chisf interest
wag centred in the big St. Bernard, which,
during the day, waa chained in a kennel In
the backyard and at night was put on
guard over the bank.

To this brute twice a day Shinburn ecar-
ried the cholcest bits of meat he could find.
He petted him in every way he knew until
at last the dog began to regard him as one
of the family and would not growl or show

d f

any sign of displeasnra at hls ap
Soon Mr. Snell got into the habit o
ing signs to Katrina every evening
way home from her work that mean

"Come, take the dog over to the ba

When the dog had become accusto
Katrina's presence under any and 2
ditlons Shinburn fixed the night
robbery and sent for Cummings and|

That night Shinburn wait unf
bank cashier's household was
Then, with Cummings and BII
climbed the fence into the hack yag
crept Into the house through the i
window.

Shinburn handed them some pld
clothes line and pointed the way
upper rcoms where the family was
Cummings entered the room wher
and hls wife lay in bed—frightened
Into silence with his revolver —
them with knotted handkerchlef.
bound them hand and foot to the be
Bliss did this same thing with the lit
and girl who slept In an adjoining r

While this was in progress Sh
was busy putting on his skirt and
and wlig, which he had brought alo
bundle and when he knew was fam
the atwchdog In the bank.

Golng downstairs they joined St
and the three of them crossed the
the bank. As Shinburn turned thel§
the outer door Lhe dog began to
savagely, but the sight of the famill
of the servant girl reassured him.

The astoniehed brute sniffed th
of the kindly laundress he had lea
trust .and made no further remong

$100,000 in Plunder

He offered no resistance when SH
geized him by the collar, led him
cellar and chalned him to a post. |

With Shinburn's perfectly fitted M
vault and safe were easily opened
no time at all their contents—near!
000 in cash and securities—were
packed away In the robbers' s
Shinburn exochanged his feminine a
a sult of men's clothes which Bl
Cummings had brought. Then th
men locked up the bank, threw tHE
away and jumped into a livery tean
was waitlng around the corner.

But Shinburn, in neglecting to
dog out of the cellar before he |
bank, had made a migtake which ¢
proving dlsastrous. The rats w
fested the cellar terrified the dog
he set up a terrific banking. BRBe
three rohbers were & mile {rom t
the whole nelghborhood had been
by the racket.

The nelghbors hurried to the
house and getting no answer
knocks broke down the dnor. As
the frightened cashier and his fars
get free the robbery was discovs
armed posges at once sel out Lo s

How Bullard, th

dropped out of the Underwaori(
Ruddenly and so thoroughly h;
famous burglar disappeared frq
horizon that not even ane of h
friends and fellow cracksmen h;
slightest clue to his whercabny
indeed, he was alive at all.

But one day a strange thing
pened. Charley Bullard, 3i1.;
burglar and old partner of Shi,
had found things too hot for
America, and he decided to
his field of endeavor to some
banks in Europe. Bullard did ,
werk in London, cracked a gaf,



